Prostitution in Europe
is the faint voice of her better self, not yet completely silenced; assuredly it is the function of a society, whose arrangements are by no means guiltless of her fate, not to extinguish, but to foster the feeble flicker of endangered personality. It must not be forgotten that in every city there are at this moment thousands of women technically liable to inscription who will in their middle twenties and later emerge from immorality and prostitution ;55 they can for the most part emerge, precisely because they are not inscribed; successful inscription would in "most cases finally rupture the tie that will ultimately rescue them. It may be questioned whether a mature woman ought to be permitted by society even voluntarily to brand herself a professional prostitute: there is 410 shadow of doubt that no modern society can-afford to compel her to do so.56
The essentially medieval character of* forcible inscription, by which alone, I repeat, any showing at all can be made, is most clearly illustrated by its connection with summary police power. No system of inscription can achieve even the fractional success of the Paris and Berlin systems if it allows the accused girl counsel and witnesses. For the lists are kept at their present minimal size only because the police can by summary action build them up as fast as they melt away.57 Frightful miscarriages o-f justice are bound to occur in consequence, of arbitrary action: for example, a woman leaving her
55 See Chap. I, pp. 21, etc.
66 It is true that registered women sometimes return to a decent life. But registration enormously increases the difficulty and lessens the probability of her doing so.
57 How disappearance affects the problem is explained below.
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